

ADOPTED 4/24/12


Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-sponsored by CM Carter:
RESOLUTION 2012-281-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE 20TH ANNUAL WORLD OF NATIONS CELEBRATION IN JACKSONVILLE, MAY 3 THROUGH MAY 5, 2012; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
for twenty years, the City of Jacksonville has  celebrated the World of Nations that allows the community to  experience cultures and cuisines from around the world without leaving Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS,
on Saturday, May 15, 1993 at Metropolitan Park, more than twenty countries were represented at the initial celebration, an event that included Cuba, Italy, Panama, the Philippines, Taiwan, Nigeria, St. Lucia, the United States of America, U.S. Virgin Islands, Jamaica, Haiti, China, India and Cambodia; and

WHEREAS,
for twenty years, Metropolitan Park has been transformed into a fascinating cultural destination that showcases the unique diversity of the Jacksonville community and puts the wonderful sights, sounds and tastes of more than 35 different nations within easy reach; and
WHEREAS,
the World of Nations provides a valuable experience  for more than 10,000 students from elementary and middle schools across northeast Florida with special multicultural programs and menus specifically designed for them; and

WHEREAS,
to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the festival in 2012, more than 50,000 attendees are expected at events that include a spectacular fireworks show over the St. Johns River, a Naturalization Ceremony where 50 people will be sworn in as United States citizens, the annual Parade of Flags and presentations by representatives from the various countries proudly dressed in native attire, hoisting their respective flags and offering greetings in their native language; and
WHEREAS,
Jacksonville  has a growing, thriving international population that enriches the City’s life, culture and tempo, and it is appropriate that we annually celebrate the human mosaic reflecting the  multi-cultural diversity of the world with the City’s widely-acclaimed  World of Nations celebration; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville recognizes and honors the 20th annual World of Nations celebration presented by OneMain Financial, Thursday, May 3 through Saturday, May 5, 2012 and urges the citizens of Jacksonville to visit, taste, learn and enjoy the diversity that is our world.






Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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